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Sponsors and venues join in with the Festival 

Well-known Plymouth businesses are joining in with the Barbican International Jazz and Blues Festival.

Plymouth Gin, the National Marine Aquarium and Disc Manufacturing Services are sponsors of the 2011 event, which runs from Friday April 29 to Bank Holiday Monday May 2.

Their support is instrumental in making the event go with a swing, says Festival Director Dan Thompson.

“Without the support of funders and sponsors, the Festival would be a quiet one indeed,” said Dan.

Plymouth City Council’s Arts Unit is the Festival’s major funder, underlining the authority’s commitment to the city’s growing cultural economy.

The council has supported the Festival since it’s beginning, when the event launched alongside the Transat yacht race.

This year, the National Marine Aquarium will be hosting a VIP event, showcasing its new audio-visual stage whilst bringing together representatives of the city’s business sector for a swish Festival launch event, scheduled for Thursday April 28.

There will also be live music around the National Marine Aquarium on Swing Sunday May 1 – the Festival day dedicated to swing music and dance.

Plymouth Gin continues its support of the Festival – it has been a sponsor since the Festival began in 2008. The worldwide drinks brand operates its own cocktail bar The Refectory, within the historic Distillery building on Southside Street, and this is one of the Festival’s key venues. 

The restaurant in the same building, operated by the famed Tanner Brothers, is also sponsoring the Festival, by helping to feed artistes and crew.
Disc Manufacturing Services Ltd is based in Plymouth but has a global clientele for its CD and DVD replication and design business. This company has been a generous sponsor of the Festival since the event began.
Other sponsors include the B-Bar – which becomes Festival HQ during the event – and the Barbican Theatre. Both venues will be hosting Festival gigs.

Other venues that have come on board for the 2011 Festival include the Glassblowing House, on the quayside of the Barbican, the Admiral MacBride pub, the Blues Bar & Grill and even the Barbican Tourist Information Centre, which will be selling tickets for the Festival in the run-up and during the event.

This year’s event
The fourth annual Barbican International Jazz and Blues Festival is supported by Plymouth City Council and backed by the Plymouth Waterfront Partnership and brings excellent music and a groovy atmosphere to the city’s historic quayside quarter. 

This year, the event takes place over the four days of the first May Bank Holiday weekend – including an extra Royal Wedding Bank Holiday too. 

There will be a network of waterside venues linking together to create a buzzy atmosphere of free and ticketed gigs.

New for 2011
The Festival is developing each year, with new aspects, including:
Festival Village – a dedicated marquee on the quayside by the landing stage on Commercial Wharf programmed with excellent acts throughout the Festival’s run, alongside a Festival Market, with quirky and captivating stalls selling arts, crafts, furnishings, fashion, food and lifestyle goods. There will also be a Festival merchandising stand, selling the music of the artistes featured in the event.

Stroller Tickets – enabling Festival-goers to pay one fee and gain entry to multiple shows, either during the whole weekend, or for half-days.
The Festival brings together local and international acts from across the spectrum of jazz and blues. Headliners this year include piano man T J Johnson, keyboard crooner Joe Stilgoe, sax-funkers Porkchop and US guitar bluesman Michael Roach. 

Local band highlights include Becca Langsford launching her new album, blues player Vince Lee,  slide guitar man Thomas Ford and his band the Dirty Harmonies, gospel soul-singer Mama Tokus and jazz diva Louise Parker.

Swing Sunday 
Swing Sunday pays homage to that section of jazz known as swing, which continues to appear in today’s charts – think Michael Bublé, Robbie Williams, Jamie Cullum – and we devote Sunday May 1 to this infectious genre.

Watch out for swing bands, swing dancing in the street, colourful costumes and singalong tunes. We’ve teamed up with Plymouth swing dance teaching outfit Mad About Swing to bring workshops and dance action to the Festival. Swing bands and performers are being programmed throughout the day to ensure that everyone’s a King of the Swingers by the time Swing Sunday’s over.

Bank Holiday Monday
The Festival incorporates the Bank Holiday Monday May 2. So organisers will be pulling out the stops to put on a fantastic day of music, street entertainment and the glorious Grand Festival Jazz Parade – complete with jazz umbrella waving.

For more information on the Festival, visit www.barbicanjazzandbluesfestival.com
Editor’s notes
High resolution imagery is available on request or for download from the PR section of the Festival website. Stroller Tickets are on sale via the Festival website.
Websites:  
www.barbicanjazzandbluesfestival.com – where you can buy Stroller Tickets and subscribe to eNewsletters
http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=298430196756 – our Facebook group
http://astore.amazon.co.uk/bjazzblues-21 - Our online music store
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